Approved For Release 2002/05/09 : CIA-RDP86B00269R00ai001 30035-8 


8 December 1954 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL CLARK 


General Clark called to tee me this morning and we bad a 
half hour’s convertatlon covering the progress of his committee. 

In reply to my inquiry, he indicated that his people were entirely 
satisfied with the cooperation they were receiving here. I told him 
that I was in constant touch with General Christiansen, as well as 
with various members of his working group . I had Impressed upon 
General Christiansen that X wished to be informed directly if his 
people ran into any roadblocks . General Clark Indicated that he had 
heard of nothing of that nature . He indicated that he had been in touch 
with Colonel Lane on the covert side and was to be kept ctxrrentiy 
informed by Colonel Lane of what the latter was doing. 

General Clark said that he expected to send representatives 
to both the Exxropean and Far Eastern theaters to have a look at the 
overseas intelligence setup. Admiral ConoUy, he said, would be 
in charge of one of these groups. Consequently he said it was 
important to arrange that ConoUy might have such access to the 
covert side as was necessary for him to do his work effectively on 
the overt side, and also to make this trip abroad. He said that he 
supposed this would require the approval of the President. I told 
the General X thought this request was reasonable; that I had the 
greatest confidence in Admiral ConoUy, and that if he preferred 
I would be glad to take it up myself with Sherman Adams. 

General Clark remarked that he felt that our National Estimates, 
as being the end product of aU'^^j. intelligence work here, were of 
great importance and that key members of the Task Force should see 
certain ^ these Estimates of recent date . I told him there was no 
objection to this and that I would lay before him ail of the Estimates 
which the inteUigence commimlty (lAC) had produced during 1954 
and he could select from this list those that he would like to see. 
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I 1 Msvunaed that the number of persona teeing the Eatimatea would 

be carefully limited. 1 pointed out that in addition to the Eatimatea 
there waa a great deal of intelligence work done which waa reflected 
in the Eatimatea but which waa also of gread iraitte to thm policy 
xnakera a^ to our other intelligence agencies. 1 felt that he should 
also have a look at specimens of tMs type of ixdelligence as weU as 
I the Estimates . 

I 

! 

I General Clark aaked whether we had a general charter for 

I work in tlut cold war :^ld, aaad Inq^uired whether the direction we 

I received from ti» National Security Council was adeqimte. 1 told 

I him we had such a charter, nazzusly NSC §412. which I wovdd give 

him to read on an eyes <mly basis as 1 did not feel ttaX anyone, 

I rpt. anyone, else on his committee should see this. 1 said it was 

one of tib^e most carefiiily guarded papers in the entire government. 

1 told him that we received from ^te Nidional Security Council 
general policy gtddance but th^ specific operations a major 
character in the cold war field were cleared tiurcmgh the OCB. and 
i i ejqdained the general workings of the OCB. X said 1 thought that 

in general there was adequate machinery to give us both the policy 
guidance and the operjUiion approvals needed. 

I General Clark said that he expected to talk wtth a musdser 

of people who wished to see him and mentioiwd specifically General 
25X1 A I I I told him that I welcomed this as I realised he would 

see a certain number of disgruntled people whom we had dismissed 
as well as some crackpots. He said he realised this and tho ught he 
could handle Ukis situation. 1 asked him t^lbether the I ~l report 25X1 A 

I had come to his attention azul ha said he ihougl^ it had not. 1 said 

that 1 would wish this repor t to be s een by someone on his committee 
as it had been circulated by l ~fc n high quarters of the govermnent 25X1 A 
I and X thought it was quite likely that it was in McCarthy*# hands. 

i 

X asked General Clark whether McCarthy h»i turned over 
I any of his papers to him. He Indicated be had not and said that he 

had not yet seen McCarthy. He had planned to see him on this trip 
to Washington but for reasons that were quite understood, he had 
cancelled out these plans and expected to see him ^ie a hit later. 
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I said that he would find a certain number of critics who 
objected to the idea of having the analysis and production of intel- 
ligence in the same organisation as the collection of covert intel- 
ligence, and others who would object to having operations associated 
in any way with an intelligence organisation. I told him that 1 had 
given a good deal of thought to this problem and would like an oppor- 
tunity to discuss it with him thoroughly before he submitted his report. 
The General replied that he was aware of this problem and that his 
thinking as of the moment was that there was no serious objection 
to the combimition of these different functione as he was opposed to 
having too many separate organisations workteg in this delicate field. 
He indicated he would give me a f\iU opportunity to go Into this with 
him at a later date. 1 did, however, refer to my Swiss experience 
and the value, as I saw it, of having an overt inielligence umbrella 
to cover covert intelligeace and covert operations. 

General Clark adverted to the fact that he could not under- 
stand why the United States gave out so much information about what 
we were doing and pointed to the front page cf the Washington Post 
{December 8> giving s first photo of our Washington Nike protection. 

1 told him that this was a hobby of mine and 1 had done everything I 
could to stir this issue pubUcly and in the intelligence community. 

1 thot^ht we were making it far too easy for the Bussians and seriously 
harming ourselves. I suggested that the answer to this might lie in the 
field of public opinion, if the public got stirred up about it they would 
bring pressure on the press to stop printing things which affected 
American security. I showed him a copy of my article in US New# 
and World Beport on '’W# Tell Bussla Too Much, " and in passteg 
adverted to the fact that the publicity problem as regards CIA was 
a difticult one and that 1 regretted the nature of publicity received 
through the recent Saturday Evening Post articles. 

General Clark then withdrew and spent about twenty minutes 
reading over NSC 5412 and the conclusions of the Doolittle report. 

He indicated a desire at a later date to read the full report. 1 said 
I would make it available to him at any time and added that the 
President had indicated that he was willing that the report be read 
by ex-Pre#ident Hoover if the latter wished to see it. General Clark 
agreed to pass this message on to Mr. Hoover. 
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In eoncluaion General Clark aaid he had three reepieata. He 
woizld like at tome time to get together hit Taak Force together with 
General Chrittianten and let the Tatk Force put to me any quettlont 
they might have. X£ the ^ueatione got into highly clattified matters, 
he would quite underatand if they were handled without disclosing 
information that the full Taak Force should not have. 

Second, he wanted to be in as good a position as possible to 
answer any charges as to Comm\mist infUtr^ion into the CIA lund 
asi^sd for suggestions as to how we could satisfy him on that point. 

X told him that his people would have a chance for a thoro\^gh look 
over our secxirity organisation and to study the protections we set 
up against Communist infiltration. I told him that obviously with 
an organisation as large as ours and working in such a sensitive 
field, it was inevitable that the Communists would try to infiltrate 
it and we believed that we had caught up with at least two such 
efforts. We had to be continually on our guard. After checking with 
Mr. Kirkpatrick, 1 told him that both I»ane and Miller were going 
through the security office early in January. If after they had com- 
pleted this survey, he or they had any questions, I should be glad to 
try to answer them. 

Third, he said he had run across from time to time persons 
who claimed some affiliation with ua and who, after the aimouace- 
ment of the functions of his Task Force, had come up to him and 
told him of their CIA affiliations. He said he thought this was 
tmfortunate to which I fully agreed and said it was unauthorised 
but possibly humui. 

I told him about our general system of outside consultants 
incident to the responsibilities we had In running certain cover 
organisations amd in dealing with the scientific and technical field. 

I said we would be glad to go over with him our whole procedure, 
including security measures in the constiltant field, and he indicated 
that he would like to do this personally. 
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The conversAtlon. wfte cordial and friendly. General Clark 
indicated a deaire to be eonatructive . 1 handed him a copy c£ my 
letter dated 8 December 1954, caatainfcng etiggeatione in the field 
of legislation which I thought hia Task Force might wish to coaeider. 
X said that there would be further memoranda cd this nature that we 
would give him from time to time, and I had a brief discussion with 
him on the Watch>dog Committee'* proposals. 

X also mentioned the urgent need for legislation to give 
further fringe benefits to oxir overseas personnel, and tlw need 
for a new building . 


AL3LEN W, IHXLi^S 
Director 


cc: IG 
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